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SHERWANI'S MARTYKDOM

Gandhiji quoted from a note given to him by an eyewitness
of the story of exemplary bravery:

"Mir Maqbool Sherwani was a young brave leader of the
National Conference in Baramula. He was in the early thirties.

"On learning that he was an important leader of the
National conference, the invaders tied him up to two posts in
a place near the Nishat Talkies. They beat him first and then
asked him to repudiate the All Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference and its leader Sher-e-Kashmir Sheikh Abdulla,
They asked him to swear allegiance to the so-called Azad
Kashmir provisional government which had its headquarters
in Palandari.

" Sherwani stoutly refused to repudiate his national orga-
nization and told the invaders to their face that the Sher-e-
Kashmir was at the head of affairs now, that Indian Union
troops had arr.ived and that the invaders would be driven out
in a few days.

"This enraged and frightened the invader gangs who rid-
dled him with fourteen bullets. They cut off his nose and
disfigured his face and stuck a notice on his body with the
, words:

'This is a traitor.

His name is Sherwani.

This is the fate all traitors will get/

"But within 48 hours of this cold-blooded murder and
sadistic terror Sherwani's prophecy came true and the invaders
ran pell-mell out of Baramula, with Indian Union troops hot
in pursuit."

This was a martyrdom, said Gandhiji, of which anyone, be
he a Hindu, Sikh, Muslim or any other, would be proud.

Hcrijon, 30-11-1947
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